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To Waitsfield To Warren

To old 
solar shower

To more
campsites

1: Main Building
Formerly the inn, now is the main building of 
the Yestermorrow campus. The multi-use 
building holds the design studio spaces, 
woodshop, administrative office, kitchen and 
dining area, bookstore, library, conference 
room, student kitchenette, and student 
dormitories. Since the purchase in 1990, the 
building has undergone multiple phases of 
renovation and showcases the school’s 
commitment to sustainable design: FSC and 
local lumber, energy efficient lighting, 
triple-glazed windows, super-insulated walls, 
salvaged or recycled materials, natural 
paints, solar hot water heater and more.
Architect: Bill Maclay, Maclay Architects and 
Planners

2: Herb Garden
Originally built by interns in the summer of 
2006, the herb garden was renovated and 
expanded in 2010 with help from volunteers 
and interns. Herbs include: dill, parsley, 
rosemary, and basil. Look for the identifica-
tion tags next to the herbs. 

3: Composting Bins
Since 2000, Yestermorrow has diverted food 
scraps and other compostables, such as 
paper towels, from the landfill to our 3-bin 
compost system. The compost is later used in 
the gardens on campus. 

4: Cabin 5
This cabin was originally designed for a local 
recycling center and built by students in a 
2005 Home Design/Build class. The cabin sat 
in a temporary location until rebuilt in the 
summer of 2010 by the interns and Dave 
Warren at its current location. 

5: Strawbale Cabin
This summer cabin was built in 2000 by Home 
Design/Build and Strawbale Design/Build 
classes and interns. The base of the cabin is 
strawbale construction which has been 
finished with a combination of 2 cement-
based layers and a layer of earthen plaster 
with a limewash topcoat. 

6: Trilithon
This wood and strawbale structure was built in 
2001 as an entryway to the camping area 
and trails. The strawbale is covered with 
cement-based plaster and has beeen used 
to test a variety of other types of plaster. Look 
for the natural branch ladder that leads to 
the living roof planted using ferns, mosses and 
other shade plants.

7: Fabric Formed Concrete Cabin
A fabric mold was used to form the walls to 
this structure. The initial pour in 2009 
completed two walls and an additional 
beam and columns were poured in 2010. This 
innovative technique allows a greater 
variety of shape, reduces formwork, creates 
thermal mass and is very durable.  

8: Constructed Wetlands
Greywater from the solar shower is collected 
and diverted to a series of filtration systems 
built during Constructed Wetlands classes in 
2008 and 2009. These wetlands help remove 
any pollutants before the water is 
reintegrated back into the groundwater.

9: Pine Cabin
The construction of this summer cabin began 
in the 2000 Home Design/Build class and was 
later completed by several Carpentry for 
Women classes. The cabin features locally 
harvested milled pine lumber and salvaged 
windows.

10: Solar Shower and Batch 
Solar Water Heater
The water to the outdoor solar shower is 
heated by passive solar energy.  Originally 
built in 2000, the “zipper” door was the design 
work of an intern in 2003. The batch collector, 
located facing due south in the open field,  
connects to the shower by a pipe 
underground. The hot water heater was 
rebuilt in 2010 built by the design/build interns.

11: Tent Platforms
Students staying on campus have the option 
of camping. The first platforms were built by 
Gio Susini in 1998.

12: Composting Toilet
This low maintenance mouldering toilet, built 
in 2001 by a Home Design/Build class, is based 
on the Gap Mountain Permaculture design. 
The toilet features two separate lined 
concrete block bins. Only one bin is opera-
tional at a time, allowing the other bin’s waste 
to settle, decompose, and become usable 
compost, also known as “humanure.”

13: Timberframe Cabin
Designed by Josh Jackson and interns, a 2002 
Timberframing class began construction of 
this student cabin using locally harvested 
hemlock, pine and curved yellow birch 
braces harvested on the Yestermorrow 
campus. The insulating strawbale walls, 
coated in limewash, were installed in 2003. 
The roof is covered with Vermont slate 
recycled from old barns. This cabin also has 
cellulose insulation and wood stove making it 
usable in the colder months.  

14: Treehouse
Designed by Yestermorrow founder, John 
Connell, in conjunction with Forever Young 
Treehouses, this universally accessible 
treehouse is one of the first of its kind.  It was 
designed to have minimal straight edges so 
that it would blend into its surroundings. The 
treehouse was built by students, staff, interns 
and volunteers from 2000-2006. Inside the 
treehouse is a handmade hammock and 
furniture made in the Youth Design/Build 
class.

15: Cob Wall and Fire Pit
This wall was built in 2004 by Yestermorrow’s 
first cob building course to create an outdoor 
classroom space. The fire pit is often used by 
instructors and students in the evenings after 
classes.

16: Yurt
This Mongolian style yurt was built by a 
weekend Yurt Design/Build class in 2010. The 
seasonal yurt is designed to be easily 
assembled and dissassembled for transport 
and was built for under $1000. 

17: Chalet
Once the original main office and woodshop 
of Yestermorrow, now is home to 
Yestermorrow’s  interns. Originally built in 1960, 
the chalet has undergone many renovations 
over the years and provided projects for 
several different classes: the downstairs walls,  
windows and doors were installed by students 
in the Renovation and Carpentry for Women 
classes, and the interior plaster was done in 
the Modern Plaster course. 

18:Garden Shed
This round structure has a earthbag base, 
constructed by the Earth Structures class in 
2007, and walls made of cob with natural lime 
plaster and limewash. The structure was built 
as a garden shed and finished by intern Josh 
Kappan in 2007-8. 

19: Main Garden 
This garden first broke ground in 2004 to 
provide garden space for the intern house, 
and has expanded over the years to support 
Yestermorrow’s meal program. All of the 
harvest is served fresh or preserved for use in 
our meal plan. A sampling of our crops 
include: 3 different varieties of tomatoes, swiss 
chard, squash, melon, zucchini, peas, kale 
and more. Look for the identification tags 
next to current crops.

20: Earthen Oven and Green 
Roof
This outdoor oven is constructed out of stone, 
firebrick and cob (a straw, clay and sand 
mixture). Originally built in 2000 during an 
Earthen Oven class, the oven was rebuilt in 
2010. The structure above is a green roof 
planted with grasses and sedum. 

21: Quonset Hut
This structure was donated to the school by 
Jito Coleman and is used as an outdoor 
workspace for class projects in design/build, 
strawbale construction, biofuels and more.

22: Lawnmover Shed 
This lawnmover/tool shed has served many 
different purposes on campus over the years. 
One of the original structures of the Alpen Inn, 
it was moved and renovated in the summer 
of 2008 and the walls were infilled with cob 
with lime and clay plaster topcoats. The two 
custom doors were built by design/build 

interns and the nickname “the carrot” was 
given to the shed after an intern added the 
carrot woodcarving to the exterior. 

23: Edible Forest Garden
In effort to apply more permaculture 
principles on campus, two gardens were 
created by the Edible Forest Gardens classes. 
The garden located near the solar panels 
and pond contains dynamic accumulators 
(strawberries and comfrey) and nitrogen 
fixing plants (white clover) around a 
perennial (the serviceberry tree). The fruit 
orchard, planted in 2010, located on the 
edge of the meadow includes plum, apricot, 
apple and pear trees interplanted with 
complementary perennials. Look for plant 
identification tags in both of these locations.

24: Solar Panels
The seven AllSun Trackers® were installed on 
campus in April 2010 through a partnership 
with AllEarth Renewables of Williston, VT. The 
28kW solar panels rotate with the path of the 
sun to maximize generation of electricity. The 
panels are expected to produce 90% of the 
electricity used in Yestermorrow’s main 
building.

Also look for the following 
things around campus:
Chicken Coop
This portable chicken coop was built by the 
kitchen/garden and design/build interns in 
spring 2009 using lumber harvested on the 
Yestermorrow campus. The coop is moved 
between gardens in the fall and spring to 
help fertilize the soil. The chickens are fed 
food scraps from the kitchen, and in turn the 
fresh eggs are served as part of our meal 
plan.

Solar Trailer
Also look for the portable solar photovoltaic 
trailer and battery bank used to provide 
power for various projects around campus 
and on local jobsites. The trailer was built as 
part of a photovoltaic installation class. 

Shade Cannon
This unique structure was designed and built 
by students in the 2010 Design for Decon-
struction and Reconstruction class. After 
taking down an old barn in Fayston, the 
materials were salvaged and used to build 
this portable shade system.

Stone Circle
This natural stone circle was built during the 
Art of Stone class led by Thea Alvin. The 
location of this circle is temporary and will be 
rebuilt in a new place when the next class 
runs.

    

Yestermorrow Overview
Yestermorrow Design/Build School inspires 
people to create a better, more sustainable 
world by providing hands-on education that 
integrates design and craft as a creative, 
interactive process.

Its name, “Yestermorrow Design/Build 
School,” has remained a worthy expression of 
the organization’s mission: “Yester” inspires 
the enduring and thoughtful craftsmanship 
and traditions of yesterday's past; “Morrow” 
aspires to ensure sustainability far beyond 
tomorrow’s future by utilizing the innovative 
design strategies and vanguard technologies 
and materials of today and tomorrow; and 
“Design/Build” empowers people to create 
more fulfilling places and a better world. 
These are the guiding values with which 
Yestermorrow will move forward into the 
future.

Yestermorrow offers over 150 classes 
year-round in design/build, sustainable 
design, ecosystems and working landscapes, 
energy efficiency and renewables, natural 
building, woodworking and furnituremaking, 
and architectural crafts. Classes range from 
1-day to 12 week intensives.

Campus Overview
The Yestermorrow campus is located off of 
Route 100 on the Warren/Waitsfield line in the 
Mad River Valley. The 38 acres was 
purchased in 1990 and was formerly the 
Alpen Inn. The campus hosts a variety of 
demonstration structures built and renovated 
over the years by classes and interns.

Visitor Guidelines
No dogs allowed on campus.
No smoking within 50 feet of any building.
Please be respectful of students and instruc-
tors and avoid walking through classroom 
areas while classes  are in session.

More Information:
www.yestermorrow.org
Toll Free 888-496-5541
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